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D.C., the Stuyvesant Group in Brooklyn, and to groups in
Baltimore, Allentown, Wilmington, Reading and New Jersey.
Our group was very active in Philadelphia Intergroup and en-
couraged taking more commitments to hospitals, institutions
and prisons. The Parkside Group was active at the general
service area and district levels as well. In fact, Lou R., Ted R.
and Dick C. worked hard to help set up the district as the link
between the group, area and the General Service Conference.
Lou later became the Eastern Pennsylvania Area delegate and
the first black General Service Conference delegate in A.A.
Bill W., co-founder of A.A., was especially gratified by this
development because it set another precedent for the
Fellowship.

The importance of the support Parkside received from
other groups cannot be overstated; these groups helped
strengthen the Parkside Group, especially during the first
five years. We added a weekly Step meeting on Tuesday
nights in the early '60s. We carried the message in the
Philadelphia Tribune in the *50s and the Philadelphia
Independent in the early *60s. These articles included basic
quotes from A.A. literature and members’ “stories,” which
were prepared and edited by one of the longtime members.
Later, Bill J. succeeded in getting a radio program on station
WDAS, which grew and was taken over by the intergroup.
Mr. Joe Rainey of WDAS was always cooperative in giving
us air time each year for our anniversary. We also made our-
selves available to churches, particularly in Philadelphia and
Camden, New Jersey, to share our strength, hope and life-
saving experiences.

Another accomplishment was starting the Beginners
Meeting on Monday nights, and forming a Sponsorship
Committee around 1966. Sobriety for many people began
there. Parkside’s annual July 4th picnic began at “904.” We
also had many social activities in members’ homes; one
member had an open house on Christmas Day.

Because of redevelopment, in June 1969 the group moved
to 5200 Walnut Street, where we occupied the second and
third floors. As we had hoped, this move proved an opportu-
nity for enhanced growth. We added a Big Book Meeting on
Saturdays, and started our annual New Year’s Eve Party,
which was followed by a special meeting of gratitude. This
was a period of accomplishment for us. Groups started in
other sections of the city, beginning with the North Philly
Group. We were beginning to see a dream come true — see-
ing A.A. spread and the lives of our brothers and sisters
being saved.

For many years Parkside sponsored the “Court Ward”

meeting at Byberry Prison at the request of Chaplain Glenn. .

In the *70s, the Intergroup Prison Committee took over this
commitment.

Because the new owner at 5200 Walnut Street wanted the
entire building for his business, we had to move again. In
July 1977 we moved to 6203-05 Market Street. The group
enjoyed continued growth there for a time, but then a series
of problems began. Vandalism was one of the worst, and put
the acceptance, courage to change, and wisdom of the pro-
gram to a severe test. The problem was so serious that a
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special meeting was held following our 29th Anniversary,
and on March 7, 1980, we voted to move as soon as possi-
ble. On Saturday, March 15, we had our first meeting at
5053 Walnut Street.

Since then we have done many things: started the week-
end Alkathon, added a monthly women’s and a monthly
men’s meeting and a Saturday midnight meeting, improved
our group guidelines and began an Operating Committee
Meeting. In September 1989 we formed an Archives
Committee to try to put together a written and oral history of
the group.

Much has been done by Parkside, and much remains to
be done. We believe that the God of our understanding
will continue to pour His grace on us so long as we rightly
relate ourselves to Him. A word of encouragement to our
many younger and newer Parkside members — Keep on
coming back!!

Herman L., member of Philadelphia
Intergroup’s Archives Committee

Headstone in Winchester Cathedral churchyard, England, that
got Bill W.’s attention when he visited in 1918. The story is
related in “Pass It On” (page 60).



